
Canterzrs

Introduction
French Colonialism and the Nineteenth Century
Colonialism and the Rise of the Novel
What do We Mean by {Realism}?
Romantic Esoticism and Realist Colonialism?
Reading the Colonies into the Metropolis: Some Conceptual Tools

‘Ql:Fstagei Spaces in the Novel
Colonial Metaphor and Colonial lvletonyrny
lnternal Strain in Realist Verisimilitude: the t-fit-r duearorisrete

A Literature of Doubt: I-lesitations over Colonialism
Balzac, Flaubert, Zola: Colonial Projects

Imported Objects
The Dualism of the Imported Object
Polemical Uses of the Erotic and Fantastic vvithin Realism
Capitalism: the Object vvithin a System of E:-tchange
The Object in Colonial Context
Consumer Objects, Fragmentary Vision, and the Quest For the
Qriental Absolute

The Real Cost of Sugar: Ethics, the Slave Trade, and the Colonies
Eugenie G;-finder, Sugar, and the Slave Trade
Women as Slaves and the ‘commerce dihommesi
Crime at a Distance
Slavery and Autocratic Pastoral
Colonial Guilt and the Tainted Fortune
Zolais Colonial Experiments and the Ethics of Distance

The Great Imperial Scam
Qriental Lu:-tury, lvietropolitan Fraud
The Debunlting ofMagical Money
Balzac and (Failed) Colonial Fraud
Daudet, Tunisian Debt, and the Ambivalent Stockbroker Hero
Zolais Lflrgent, the Stockbroker Hero, and the Middle East
Maupassantis Befiflrntf: an Anticolonial Novel?
Colonial Fraud and Critical Orientalism

Critical Qrientalism: Misreading and Miswriting the Colonies
Misreading: Exotic Bovarysm in Plaubert and Daudet
l\/lisvvriting: Orientalism and the Invention oi: the Colonies
Narrative Embedding and Geographical Disjunction

'~__,.I“I_:=—~|—1

8
11
15
14
17
I9
21
25

50
50
51
35
58

48

56
60
64
70
75
78
82

86
86
91
94
97
100
106
1 10

113
115
I24
129



viii Contents

Framed Narratives: Balzacis Anti—Travel Tale, the l»T::yi-age eie Piiris ii jitee
Framed Narratives: the Penal Colony and Zolais l/i-Lviire tie Paris
Critical Clrientalism and Self-Consciousness

5. The Black Maid and Her Mistress
it/[anetis O/ynapie: Interpreting the Black ll»/laidservant
Manet and Zola
Zola: the Blaclt Maid and Abject Pemininity
Flaubert: the Black it/laidservant as Red Herring
Blackness betvveen ls/lyth and History

6. The Primitive Within
Balzac: Le Ceariree Bette and the New Urban Proletariat
The Colonial Origins of ll»/letropolitan Violence: Embedded Narratives

in Balzac, Maupassant, and Zola
Fmirese Reqiiiez: Colonial Inheritance before Heredity
The Racial Other goes Underground: Lei Bite /fliireiiiree and the

Born Criminal
Dualism: Zolais Feral Victor and his Bourgeois Father
Zola, the Eitperimental Novel, and Epistemological Doubt

Conclusion: Colonialism, Postcolonialism, and the Realist Mode
The iUnl<noveable Other}, or the Problem vvith(in) Realism
Anxiety and the Dissolution of the Self
From Colonial Naturalism to Modernism
The Realist/'Modernist Debate and Postcolonial Fiction

Bibliography
index

I35
137
I41

144
147
151
153
I58
165

I67
171

I76
181

185
191
I96

200
20]
206
208
210

219
243


